Congregation Beth Shalom Trope and Torah Class
Introduction
Welcome to the Beth Shalom Trope Class! I hope it is both fun and interesting for you, and
begins a wonderful lifelong journey with Torah.
This class is the first step in the preparation for chanting the Torah and haftarah for your bar or
bat mitzvah. There will be homework assignments and quizzes. You will be assigned a tutor
once you have successfully completed this course. You will begin work on your parasha in this
class and you will learn the basics of leading services.
Neither the quality of your voice nor your ability to sing are important. You do not have to read
music. However, the only way to read the Torah and haftarah publicly is to chant.
NOTE THE WEBSITE FOR THIS CLASS: HTTP://WWW.BETHSHALOMKC.INFO/
Classes and Requirements
Outline for Trope Study:
1. Basic definitions of symbols and terms for reading Torah and haftarah; recognition of symbols
2. Hebrew pronunciation
3. Trope combinations for haftarah; the melodies; the blessing before reading haftarah
4. More advanced combinations; method for learning; pronunciation
5. Linking groups of taamim
6. Practice; where to find more info
Bring to class (EVERY class):
This packet
A pencil and paper
A chumash and siddur
Your questions
You must be on time. I will always let you go on time.
If you are ill, or cannot attend a class for any reason, you must contact me. Call the synagogue.
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING UP THE WORK AND GETTING THE NOTES
FROM SOMEONE ELSE IN THE CLASS.
If you have questions about the work, or bar/bat mitzvah in general, you can email me at:
hazzanmenes@bethshalomkc.org or check the website: http://www.bethshalomkc.info/.
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I. Basic Concepts
We begin with the blessing for study:

wFqr©
£l Ep«E¨v¦ e§ ,eiz̈F§vn¦ A§ Ep«Ẅc¦
§w x¤W £̀ ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤ln«¤ Epi«¥ l¡` ï§i dŸ©` KExÄ
:dxFz
¨ ix§
¥ac§
¦A
(What is the meaning of this blessing? If you don’t know, where would you find out?)
Chanting, or Cantillation:
1. The most important aspect of chanting Torah or haftarah is the proper pronunciation of the
text.
2. The trop symbols (also called ta’amim or ta’amei hamikra) are used for 3 things:
•punctuation
•accent
•expression (including the musical tone)
The musical tone is the least important of the three.
In the Torah, it is not possible to correctly identify the ends of sentences or to correctly
pronounce the words without trop.
3. The same trop symbols used for the haftarah are used for the Torah and for the megillot, but
they have different melodies!
4. You can start chanting on any tone that is comfortable for your voice.
5. In any particular word, the same tone may be repeated on many syllables.
6. Trops are used in common groups and combinations that are repeated many times.
7. Generally, but not always, you accent the syllable which has the trop symbol.
8. Some of the symbols are above the letters, some are below.
9. Some symbols, such as the munach, can have a different melody depending upon what symbol
comes next. Therefore, it is important to always look ahead of the word you’re chanting.
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The Trop Symbols
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Practice Writing the Names of the Trop Symbols!

This is the blessing before reading the haftarah. Note the trop symbols (the blessing after reading
the haftarah does not have any trop symbols).

,mi½a¦ Fh mi´¦`i¦a§pA¦ Æx©gÄ x³¤W£̀ ,m½l̈Frd̈ K¤l´¤n ÆEpi¥̧ l¡` Æï§i d³Ÿ©` KEx̧Ä
ÆdẍFY©A x³¥gFA©d ,À̈i§i d¹̈Y©` KEx̧Ä ,z®¤n`¡ A¤ mi´¦xn̈¡`¤Pd© md¤ ix§
¥ac§
¦a d¬v̈ẍ§e
.wc«¤v¤ ë zn¤ `¡ d̈ i¬¥̀i¦a§pa¦ E ,F½Or© l´¥̀ ẍ§U¦ia§ E ,F½Ca§ r© d´¤ n§aE
1. Identify every trop symbol in this blessing by name.
2. Make sure you can read the Hebrew.
3. Can one word have more than one trop symbol?
4. Why are there two symbols that look the same on the fourth word

5. Is there a symbol on the last word

ÆEpi¥̧ l¡` ?

.wc«¤v¤ ë ?

6. Are the comma and period trop symbols?
7. Find the page in the siddur of this blessing.
8. What is the key word in this blessing?
9. Write out the translation of the blessing.
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Trop Symbols and Their Names in Combinations

VERY
COMMON

VERY
COMMON

VERY
COMMON

COMMON

COMMON

Note: with munach

usually with munach

usually with munach
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less common

less common

less common
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II. More Trope Concepts
1. Conjunctives and Disjunctives
Some tropes are “helper”tropes (conjunctives) and must go with the trope that follows. These
are:

¬ Á ¯ ¸³ ´
All other tropes stand alone and must be separated from the following trope (some get a bigger
separation than others). These are:

º ¹ Â ¿ ² µ Æ » À †¾ ½ ¼® «
2. Special Combinations

a)

b)

c)

²¬
À´ | ´
³´
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III. Torah Concepts
1. What is the chumash? What is the Torah? What is the Tanakh?

2. From what part of the Tanakh does the haftarah come?

3. What is a parasha?

4. What is this week’s parasha?

6. Who wrote the Torah?

7. What is a k’riah?

8. What does it mean to say that we do a triennial reading of the Torah?
9. You know the date of your bar/bat mitzvah. What is your Torah portion and haftarah? Where
would you find out?

10. What is you Hebrew birth-date?

11. What is your Hebrew name?

12. What are your parents’Hebrew names?

13. What is an aliyah?

14. What is the maftir aliyah?

15. If there are no vowels, trop, or punctuation in the Torah, how can we chant it correctly?
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IV. Siddur Concepts
Here are a number of exercises for using the siddur. Some are quite easy and can be done
simply by looking in the Table of Contents while others require a bit more thinking. Some
questions are ambiguous and you will have to decide on the meaning.
All references are to Siddur Sim Shalom for Shabbat and Festivals. No Hebrew is required for
this exercise.
1. Find the start of the Friday night service. (page ?)
2. Find the place where the cantor begins chanting on Shabbat morning. (page ?)
3. Find the beginning of the Shabbat Mincha service. (page ?)
4. When do we recite Hallel? (i.e. where would you find out?)
5. How many times do we say the Kaddish on Friday night?
6. Find 2 places in the siddur where we have the Torah service. (page ?)
7. Find 2 places in the siddur where we have the Kiddush for Shabbat. (page ?)
8. Find the words to Hatikvah. (page ?)
9. We read the Torah every day on Chanukah. From what book of the Torah do we read?
10. In what service do we announce the new month?
The next questions require looking at the text of a few prayers - in English (or Hebrew).
1. There are 2 blessings before the Sh'ma on Shabbat morning, and 1 blessing after. In
English, each blessing ends with the statement, "Praised are You Adonai, ... " Find the
blessings.

2. Of the 3 blessings, which blessing represents Redemption? Creation? Revelation?

3. The blessings after the reading of the haftarah (which, eventually, you will all chant) are on
page 147. There are four of them. What four things are we blessing?
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V. Hebrew Concepts
1. Make sure you can pronounce every consonant and vowel in Hebrew!
2. What are the names of the vowels?

ª © ¨ § ¦ ¥¤ £ ¢¡
3. How do you pronounce:

E FJ N
I
M B C û
Dds K l g i r k b c y
How do you pronounce

§

at the beginning of a word? when it’s followed by another

4. How would you pronounce

i¨i§ ?

What happens when this is followed by

§

dedi

?

?

5. What is a dagesh? How does it change pronunciation?

6. What is a kamatz katan? How do you pronounce it?
7. How do you pronounce

r©

at the end of a word?

8. How do you pronounce

g©

at the end of a word?
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VI. Blessings

Before reading the Torah:

.K ¨a§nd© ï§i z¤̀ EkxÄ
§
:jxan dlerd
.c¤rë ml̈Fr§l K ¨a§nd© ï§i KExÄ :xfeg dlerde ldwd oipere
z¤̀ Ep«l̈ o©z«p̈§e mi¦Or© d̈ lM̈¦n Ep«Ä x©g«Ä x¤W£̀ ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«n¤ Epi«¥ l¡` ï§i dŸ©` KExÄ
.dẍFY©d o¥zFp ,ï§i dŸ©` KExÄ .FzẍFY
After reading the Torah:

:jxai d`ixwd xg`e
r©hp̈ ml̈Fr i¥I©g§e ,z¤n`¡ zxFY
© Ep«l̈ o©z«p̈ x¤W£̀ ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«n¤ Epi«¥ l¡` ï§i dŸ©` KExÄ
.dẍFY©d o¥zFp ,ï§i dŸ©` KExÄ .Ep«k¥ Fz§A

Before reading the Haftarah:

md¤ ix§
¥ac§
¦a d¬v̈ẍ§e ,mi½a¦ Fh mi´¦`i¦a§pA¦ Æx©gÄ x³¤W£̀ ,m½l̈Frd̈ K¤l´¤n ÆEpi¥̧ l¡` Æï§i d³Ÿ©` KEx̧Ä
,F½Or© l´¥̀ ẍ§U¦ia§ E ,F½Ca§ r© d´¤ n§aE ÆdẍFY©A x³¥gFA©d ,À̈i§i dY©
¹̈` KEx̧Ä ,z®¤n`¡ A¤ mi´¦xn̈¡`¤Pd©
.wc«¤v¤ë zn¤ `¡ d̈ i¬¥̀i¦a§pa¦ E
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After reading the Haftarah:

l¥̀d̈ ,zFxFC©d lk̈§A wiC©
¦v ,mi¦nl̈Frd̈ lM̈ xEv ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤l«n¤ Epi«¥ l¡` ï§i dŸ©` KExÄ
ï§i `Ed dŸ©` on̈¡`¤p .wc«¤v¤ë z¤n`¡ eiẍäC§ lM̈¤W ,m¥Iw© n§ E x¥Ac§
©nd© ,d¤ r§e x¥nF`d̈ on̈¡`¤Pd©
K¤l«n¤ l¥̀ i¦M ,mẅix¥ aEWï `l xFg¨` Lixä
«¤ C¦
§n cg̈¤̀ xäc̈§e ,Lixä
«¤ C§ mi¦pn̈¡`¤pe§ ,Epi«¥ l¡`
.eiẍäC§ lk̈§A on̈¡`¤Pd© l¥̀d̈ ,ï§i dŸ©` KExÄ .dŸ«`¨ (on̈£gx§
©e) on̈¡`¤p
KExÄ .Epi«n¥ ï§a dẍ¥dn§ A¦ r© i«W¦ FY W¤t«¤p z©aEl« r£©le§ ,Epi«¥Ig© zi¥A `i¦d i¦M oFI¦v l©r m¥gx©
.d̈i«¤pä§A oFI¦v ©g«O¥ U© n§ ,ï§i dŸ©`
dẍ¥dn§ A¦ ,L«g¤ i¦Wn§ c¦eC̈ zi¥A zEk§ln© a§ E ,L«C§
¤ar© `i¦aP̈©d Ed«Ïl¦ ¥̀ A§ ,Epi«¥ l¡` ï§i ,Ep«g¥ O§ U©
m¥Wa§ i¦M ,FcFa§M z¤̀ mix¥
¦g£̀ cFr El£g§p¦i `l§e ,xf̈ a¤W«¥i `l F`§qM¦ l©r ,Ep«A¥ l¦ l¥bï§e `aï
.c¦eC̈ o¥bn̈ ,ï§i dŸ©` KExÄ .c¤rë ml̈Fr§l Fx¥p d¤Ak§ ¦i `N¤W FN Ÿ§r«A© W§ ¦p L§Wcẅ
§
ï§i ,Ep«N̈ Ÿ«z© P̈¤W ,d¤Gd© zÄ©Xd© mFi l©r§e ,mi¦`i¦a§Pd© l©r§e ,dc̈Fa£rd̈ l©r§e ,dẍFY©d l©r
micFn
¦ Ep§g«©p£̀ ,Epi«¥ l¡` ï§i ,lM©d l©r .zx«¤`¨ t§ z¦ l§ E cFak̈§l ,dg̈Ep§nl¦ e§ dẌªcw§ l¦ ,Epi¥ l¡`
,ï§i dŸ©` KExÄ .c¤rë ml̈Fr§l ci¦nŸ i©g lM̈ i¦tA§ L§nW¦ KxÄ§
© z¦i ,Kz̈F` mi¦kxä§
§ nE ,Kl̈
.zÄ©Xd© WC©
¥wn§
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zqpkd ziaa yeciw
Kiddush erev Shabbat in the Synagogue

.i©zFAx§
©e op̈Äx§
©e op̈xn̈
¨ ix§
¦aq©
.o¤t«B̈d© ix§
¦R `xFA
¥ ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤ln«¤ Epi«¥ l¡` ï§i dŸ©` KExÄ
z©AW
© e§ ,Ep«ä dv̈x§
«¨e eiz̈F§vn¦ A§ Ep«ẄC¦
§w x¤W £̀ ,ml̈Frd̈ K¤ln«¤ Epi«¥ l¡` i§ï dŸ©` KExÄ
dN̈¦g¦ Y§ mFi `Ed i¦M ,zi¦W`x§
¥a d¥Ur©
£n§l oFxM̈¦f Ep«l̈i¦g§pd¦ oFvx§
¨aE dä£d`© A§ FWcẅ
§
lM̈¦n Ÿ§WC¦
«©w Ep«z̈F`§e Ÿx«§g© ä Ep«ä i¦M ,m¦ix§
«¨vn¦ z©`i¦vi¦l x¤k«¥f ,Wc¤w« i¥̀ ẍ« w§ n¦ §l
WC©
¥wn§ ,¨ii§ dŸ©` KExÄ .Ep«Ÿ§lg© §pd¦ oFvx§
¨aE dä£d`© A§ L§Wcẅ
§ z©AW
© e§ ,mi¦Ord̈
©
.zÄ©Xd©
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VII. Torah Practice (Parashat Shelach - Bemidbar 15:37-41)
- speak the Hebrew, identify the trops, sing the trops, sing the Hebrew with the trop
- identify any unusual combinations or words

Æl¥̀ x§
¨Ui¦ i³¥pA§ Îl¤̀ xA¥º C© gl :xn`¥
« N d¬¤ nÎl¤̀ d¨Fd§i x¤n`¬Ie© fl [xihtn]
E²pz«§ p̈e§ m®¨ c§« l m¤dic§
¥ba¦ i¬¥t§pM© Îlr© z²v¦ i¦v m¬¤dl̈ EU̧r̈§e md¤½ ¥l £̀ Ÿ
´ x©
§n`«¨ e§
F À ` m´z¤ i¦`xE§ z¦
¼ vi¦v§l m» k¤ l̈ d´ïd̈§e hl :z¤lk«¥ Y§ li¬z¦ R§ spM̈©
¨ d z¬v¦ i¦vÎlr©
i³¥
x£g`«© ExEzz̈
¹ `l§
¸ e m®¨ ` m¤zi¦Ur«£e© d½¨d§i zé§vn¦ ÎlM̈Îz¤̀ ÆmY¤ x©
§k§fE
Ex§
½ M§fY¦ or´©n© §l n :m«d¤ix£
¥g`«© mi¦pf m¬¤Y`© Îx¤W £̀ mk¤½ i¥pir«¥ i´x£
¥g`«© e§ Æmk¤ a§ a© §l
d´F¨d§i iº¦p £̀ `n :m«k¤ i¥dl`¥
« l mi¦ c§w m¬¤zi¦id§ e¦« i®¨ e§vn¦ ÎlM̈Îz¤̀ m¤zi¦Ur«£e©
mi®¦ l`«¥l m¤kl̈ zF¬id§ ¦l m¦ix§
½©vn¦ ux´¤¤̀ n¥ Æmk¤ z¤̀
§ i¦z`³¥vFd xW£̀
¤̧ mk¤À i¥dl¡
«`
t t t :m«k¤ i¥dl¡
« ` d¬¨Fd§i i¦p £̀
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VIII. Haftarah Practice (Haftarah Kedoshim - Amos 9:7-15)
- speak the Hebrew, identify the trops, sing the trops, sing the Hebrew with the trop
- identify any unusual combinations or words

`Fĺ£d d®¨d§iÎm ª̀§p l¥̀ x§
¨Ui¦ i¬¥pA§ i²¦l m¬¤Y`© mi¸¦IW
¦ kª Ái¥pa§ k¦ `Fĺ£d f
:xi«T¦ n¦ m¬¨
x£̀«e© xFY§tM© n¦ mi¬¦IY¦ W
§ ¦lt§ E m¦ix§
½©vn¦ ux´¤¤̀ n¥ Æiz¦ i¥̧lr¤
¡d l ¥̀À x§
¨Ui¦Îz¤̀
i´¥pR§ lr¥
©n D ¨½ ` i´Y¦ c©
§nW
§ d¦ e§ d`¨½ Ḧ©g«d© Ædk̈l̈§nO© A© dÀ¦d¤i§ i´p̈c£̀ | i´¥pir¥ dº¥Pd¦ g
:d«¨d§iÎm ª̀§p awr«£i© zi¬¥AÎz¤̀ ci²n¦ W
§ `© ci¬¥nW
§ d© `´l i¦Â
M q¤t ¤̀À d®n̈c£̀«
¨ d̈
x³¤W £̀«M© l®¥̀ x§
¨Ui¦ zi´A¥ Îz¤̀ m¦iFB©dÎlk̈§a i¦zFr¦
¬ pd£«e© d½E¤v© n§ Æi ¦ p«`¨ d³¥Pd¦ Îi«M¦ h
i®O¦ r© i´¥̀ Ḧ©g lM EzEnï
½ a¤x´g¤A© i :ux«¤`¨ xFx§v lF¬Ri¦Î`«le§ dxä§
½¨ MA© Æ©rFP̧¦i
miw¨
²¦` `Ed©
½ d mFÍ©A `i :dr«¨ẍ«d̈ Epic¥r«£A© miC§
²¦wz© e§ Wi¯¦Bz© Î`«l mix§
À¦ `d̈
«
d̈i¦zi¦pa§ E miw¦½ `¨ Æei¨ qx£
¦« d«e© od¤À i¥vx¦
§RÎz¤̀ i´Y¦ x©
§c«b̈e§ z¤l®¤ P©d ci¦eC¨ z¬©MqªÎz¤̀
m½i¦FB©dÎlk̈§e ÆmFc¡
` zix¥̀
³¦ W
§ Îz¤̀ EW¹ xi«
§ i¦ or©n©¸ §l ai :m«l̈Fr i¬¥ni¦M
mi³n¦ ï d¥̧P¦d bi

:z`«G d¤ r¬ d¨d§iÎm ª̀§p m®¤di¥lr£ i¦nW
§ `¬ẍ§w¦pÎx¤W £̀

r©x®G̈©d K´¥ n§A mi¦ap̈r£ K¬¥c§e x ¥½ T©A ÆWxFg
¥ W³©B¦pe§ d½¨d§iÎm ª̀§p Æmi¦`Ä
zEá§WÎz¤̀ »iY¦ a§ W
© e§ ci :dp̈§b«©bFnz¦
§ Y zFrä§Bd© Îlk̈§e qiq¦½ r̈ Æmixd̈«
¦ d¤ Eti³H¦ d¦ e§
m®p̈i¥iÎz¤̀ EzẄ§e min¦½ x§
¨k Eŕ§h«p̈e§ EaẄï§
½ e ÆzFO©W§p mix³¦r̈ EºpäE l¥̀
¼ x§
¨Ui¦ i´O¦ r©
EW¹ z«§ P̈i¦ `l§
¸ e m®z̈n̈c©
§`Îlr© mi¦Yr§ h© §pE eh :m«d¤ix§
¦RÎz¤̀ El§k`«¨ e§ zFP©½ b EÚr̈§e
:Li«¤l¡
` d¬¨d§i x©n`¨ md¤½ l̈ i¦Yz
´© p̈ x¤W £̀ Æmz̈n̈c©
§` lr¥
³©n cFrÀ
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